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Of  THE 

LIFE  AND  DEATH 
Of  that  Renowned  Out -law 
ROBERT,  EARL  OF  HUNTINGTON, 

VULGARLY  CALLEB 

ROBIN  HOOD. 


BOTH  gentlemen  and  yoemen  bold, 
Qx  whatever  you  are; 
ro  hear  a  ftately  ftory  told, 

Attefttion  now  prepare  : 
t  is  a  tale  of  Robin  Hood, 
That  I  to  you  will  tell  j 
Vhich  being  rightly  undcrftood,  . 
I  know  will  plcafc  you  vvdL 
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This  Robin  (fo  much  talk'd  oa) 

Was  once  a  man  of  fame, 
Inftilfd  Eari  of  HuntingtoQ, 

Lord  Robert  Hood  bf  name  : 
In  covirtfhip  and  magnificence, 

His  earriage  won  him  praife,  , 
And  greater  favour  with  his  prince. 

Than  any  in  his  days. 


In  bouQtcous  liberality, 

He  too  much  did  excel. 
And  loved  men  of  quality, 

More  than  exceeding  well : 
His  great  revenues  aH  he  fold, 

For  wine  and  coftly  chear; 
He  kept  three  hundred  bow- men  belli. 

He  fliooting  lov'd  fo  dear. 


No  archer  living  in  his  time, 

With  him-might  wcH  compare  ; 
He  pr^aic'd  all  his  youthful  prime 

1  hat  exercjfc  moft  rare  ; 
At  laft,  by  his  profound  expenee, 

He  had  confum-d  his  wealth  ; 
And  being  out-law'd  by  his  prince, 

In  woods  he  liv'd  by  ftealcht 
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[he  abbot  of  St  Mary's  nchy 
To  whovA  he  money  ow'd  ; 

lis  hatred  lo  the  Earl  was  fucK 

I  That  he  hts  downfal  wrought ; 

0  being  o\3t-iaw'd  as  'tis  told. 
He  with  a  crew  went  forth^ 

)f  lufty  cutters^  flout  and  bold^ 
And  robbed  in  the  North. 


j^mongft  the  reft/  OBC  LiiiJe  JohH, 
\  A  jeoman  bold  and  frecy 
VV^ho  could  (if  it  ftood  hi  n  upon) 

With  eafc  eacountcr  ibreq ; 
One  hundred  men  in  all  he  got, 

With  whom  the  ftt^y  fays, 
Xhree  hundre4  conimon  rrien  durft  not 

HoW  coiTibat  any  ways. 

They  Yor^clhire  woods  frequented  much^ 

And  Lancalhire  alfo  ; 
Wherein  their  pradtices  were  fuch. 

That  they  wrought  muckle  woe; 
None  rich  dvsrft  travel  to  ^nd  fro, 

Tho'  ne'er  lb  itrongly  ap/^'d  ; 
But  by  thefe  thieves,  fo  ftrqiig  in  fiiew. 

They  itill  were  robo^  aisni^h^riii'd* 
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His  chiefeft  fpi^^e  to  the  clergy  was, 

Fbat  livM  in  monftrous  pride ; 
No  one  of  them  he  could  let  pafs, 

Along  the  hij^hway  fide  ; 
Butfirft  they  muft  to  dinner  go, 

And  afterwards  to  Ihift ; 
Full  many  an  oneheferved  fo. 

Thus  while  he  liv'd  by  theft. 


No  monks  or  friars  he  wou^d  let  go, 

Vyirhont  plving  thtir  fees  ; 
If  they  thought  much  to  be  ufed  fo. 

Their  (tones  he  made  thern  leave ; 
For  fuch  as  ihey  the  country  filled 

With  baftards  in  «hofe  days  ; 
Which  to  prevent  thole  Iparks  did  geldj 

Ail  that  came  in  their  ways. 


But  Robin  Hood  fp  gentle  was^  i\ 

And  bore  fo  brave  a  mirrd, 
If  any  in  diftrefs  ftould  pafs,  jl 

To  them  he  was  fo  kind, 
That  he  would  give  and  lend  to  them,  '  ) 

To  help  them  ih  their  need  ; 
This  made  all  poor  men  pray  for  hina,  ' 

And  with  be  well  might  Ipeed^ 
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The  widow  and  the  fatherlcfs 

He  wou  d  lend  means  ^nro ; 
And  thofe  who  famine  ciid  opprefs, 

FoMnd  him  a  friendly  foe  t 
Nor  would  he  do  a  woman  wrong, 
I   But  fee  her  (afe  conveyed; 
lie  would  protect  with  power  ftrong, 

Ali  thole  wlK)  crav'd  his  aid. 


The  Abbot  of  St  Mary's  then, 

Who  him  undid  before, 
Was  riding  with  his  two  hundred  men. 

And  gold  and  filver  fto'-e  : 
But  Robin  Hood  upon  him  fet. 

With  his  courageous  fparks, 
[And  all  the  coin  by  force  did  get. 

Which  was  twelve  thoufand  naarks,. 


He  bound  the  abbot  to  a  tree. 

And  would  not  let  him  pafs. 
Before  that  (to  his  men  and  he) 

His  lordfliip  faid  a  mats. 
Which  being  done,  upon  his  horfe 

He  fet  him  faft  aftridc. 
And  with  his  face  towards  it's  a— fc^ 

He  forced  him  to  ride^ 


His  men  were  foiFc'd  to  be  his  guHe^ 

For  he  rode  backward  home; 
The  abbot  being  thus  vilify 'A, 

Did  {om\y  chafe  and  foam  : 
Thus  Robin  HoocJ  did  vindicate 

His  formier  wrongs  received  ; 
For  'twas  the  covetous  prelate. 

That  bim  of  land  bcireav*d^ 


The  abbot  he  rode  to  the  king, 

With  all  the  hafte  he  could ; 
And  to  his  gruce  he  every  thing 

Exadly  did  Unfold : 
And  faid  if  that  no  courfe  was  tax* 

(By  force  or  ftratagem^ 
To  take  this  rebel  and  his  train. 

No  rnti  co^ild  fz(s  for-  them. 

The  king  protefted  by  and  by, 

Unro  the  abbot  then, 
Thut  Robin  Hood  with  fpeed  fhould  die^ 

With  all  his  merry  men  : 
But  ere  the  king  did  any  fend. 

He  did  an@therfeat, 
Which  did  his  grace  much  more  offend* 

Tke  fait  ipdeed  was  grea t. 
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i6v  in  a  Ibort  time  after, 

The  king's  receivers  went 
'owards  London  with  the  coin  they  got 

For's  highnefsVnorthern  rent : 
i^old  Robin  Hooa  snd  Utile  John^,^- 

With  the  reft  of  their  train, 
Jot  dreading  law^  fet  them  upon, 

And  did  their^bld  obtain. 


Che  king  much  moved  at  the  fame^;: 

And  th'  abbot's  talk  alfo, 
n  this  his  anger  did  proclaim, 
;  And  lent  words  to  and  fro, 
fhat  wfeofoc'er,  alive  or  dead. 

Could  bring  him  Robin  Hood, 
should  have  one  thoufand  marks  well  paidj^ 

In  gold  and  ill vcr  good  • 

f  his  promife  of  the  king  did  riiake 

Fu!i  manya  yoeman  bold, 
Utempt  ftout  Robin  Hood  to  take> 

'With  all  the  force  they  could  ; 
Jut  ftiU  when  a^.y  came  to  him. 

Within  the  gay  green  wood  : 
Sind  wanted  for  to  fpeak  to  him, 

His  men  iq  order  flood. 


He  Ihew'd  to  them  fuch  martial  fporr, 
.    With  his  long  bow  and  arrow. 
That  they  of  him  did  give  report, 

How  that  it  wa?  great  forrow, 
That  fuch  a  worthy  man  as  he, 

Should  thus  be  put  to  Ihift ; 
Being  of  late  a  lord  of  high  degree^ 

Of  living  quite  bereft. 


^The  king  to  take  him  more  and  more^ 

Sent  men  of  mickle  might ; 
But  he  and  his  ftill  beat  them  fore, 

And  conquered  them  in  fight. 
Or  elfe  with  lov^j  and  courtfey. 

To  him  he  won  their  hearts; 
Thus  ftill  he  livM  by  robbery. 

Throughout  the  northern  parts. 

And  all  the  country  ftood  in  dread 

Of  Robin  and  his  men  ; 
For  ftouter  lads  ne'er  livM  by  breads 

in  thofe  days^  nor  finee  then  ; 
The  abbot  which  before  {  nan!t*d. 

Sought  all  the  means  he  could. 
To  have  by  force  this  rebel  ta'cn^ 

And  his  adherents  boId« 
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therefore  he  arm'd  five  hundred  men 

With  furniture  complete ; 
tut  the  out-law  flew  half  of  them. 

And  made  the  reft  retreat: 
The  longbow  and  the  arrow-keen. 

They  were  fo  ufed  unto. 
That  ftiiJ  he  kept  the forcft  grecn^. 

In  fpite  o'th'  proudeft  foe. 


Twelve  of  the  abbot's  men  he  took. 

Who  came  to  have  him  ta'cn; 
iVhenall  the  reft  the  field  forfook^. 

Thefe  he  did  entertain, 
A^irh  banquetting  and  merriment ; 

And,  having  ui'ed  them' well. 
He  to  their  lord  them  fafely  fent. 

And  wilTd  them  him  to  tell. 


That  if  he  would  be,  pleafcd  at  lall 

To  beg  of  our  good  king, 
that  he  might  palrdon  what  was  paft^ 
I   And  him  to  favour  bring ; 
Be  would  lurrehder  back  again 

The  money  whitft  before 
iVa5  taken  by  him  and  his  fncn^ 

From  him  and  many  more. 
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Poor  men  might  fafcly  pafs  by  him, 

And  fome  that  way  would  chule; 
For  well  they  knew/  that  to  help  them, 

tie  evermote  did  \i(e  : 
But  v;iierc  he  knew  a  m\fer  rich, 

That  did  the  poor  cbpreTs, 
To  feel  his  com  his  hmdi  did  itch) 

He'd  have  it  more  or  lefs. 


And  fometimes  when  the  highway  hiVd^ 

Then  he  his  courage  rouzes ; 
He  and  his  rht  n  h%vc  oft  affaird, 

Such  rich  men  in  their  hpufes  ; 
So  that  ihro'  dread  of  Robin  then, 

And  his  aaventious  crew,; 
The  mifers  kept  great  Here  of  men, 

Wlxich  elfe  maintained  but  few. 

King  Richard,  of  that  name  ihe  firft, 

Sm-mmtd  C^ur  de  Lion  .; 
Wenc  to  "defeat  ihe  Pa,gans'curft, 

Who  kept  the  cqalls  qf  p^ion* 
The  biftiop  of  Ely ^  ch^anceflor^ 

Was  the  vice-roy  Here 
Who,  like  a  poteiat  emperor^. 

Did  proudiy  domineer. 
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ur  chronicles  of  him  report, 
That  commonly  he  rode 
7ith  a  thoufand  horfefrom  court  to  couftj 
Where  he  would  make'  abode  • 
e  riding  down  towards  the  north, 
With  his  aforefaid  train ; 
3bin  and  his  men  did  ilTuc  forth, 
Them  all  to  entertain. 


hd  VrUih  the  g^llenr  grey  goofc  wing, 

They  fhew'd  to  thetn  fuch  piay^ 

,iey  made  their  horfes  kick  and  fling^ 

And  down  tkeir  riders  lay  : 

ii  gUd  and  fain  the  Bifhop  was, 

For  all  his  >vhoufind  men, 

)  seek  what  means  he  couid  to  pafs 

Fro^  out  of  Robin's  keii. 

/o  hundred  of  his  men  were.kiird^ 
!\nd  foiirtcore  horfes  good  ; 
lirty  Who  did  ^%  captives  yield, 
vVeie  carried  to  the  green  wood  : 
lich  aftf  rv;ards  vs^^ere  r^^nfomed 
**or  twenty  marks  a  rT^nn 
e  reft  (tt  fpufs  to  horle  lind  fled: 
ro  the  town  of  V/arrington« 
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The  bifhop  fore  enraged  then. 

Did  in  king  Richard's  name, 
Mufter  up  a  power  of  n^orthern  men. 

Thofe  ont-laws  bold  to  tame : 
But  Robin  with  his  courtcfy, 

So  won  the  meaneft  fort. 
That  they  werd  loth  on  him  to  try, 

What  rigour  did  import. 


So  that  bold  Robin  and  his  tram, 

Did  live  unhurt  by  them, 
Until  King  Richard  came. 

From  fair  Jerufalem : 
And  then  the  talk  of  Robin  Hood^ 

His  royal  ear$  did  (iil  ; 
His  grace  admired  that    th'  green 

He:  was  contiaued  ilill. 


So  that  the  country  far  md  near, 

Did  give  him  great  appiaufe ; 
Bui:  none  of  them  need  ftand  in  fea 

But  fuch  as  brc^ke  the  laws : 
He  wiOied  well  unto  the  king, 

And  pray^ti  ftdl  for  his  health. 
And  never  {irattii,M  any  thing, 

Agaiaft  his  cominon-wealtho 


IP 
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Inly  becaufe  he  was  undone 

By  the  cruel  clergy  then; 
ill  means  that  he  could  think  upon. 

To  vex  fnch  kind  of  men, 
leentejpriz'd  with  hateful  fpleen. 

In  which  he  was  to  blame ; 
*or  fault  of  fome  to  wreck  his  teen> 

On  all  that  by  him  came* 


Vkh  wealth,  which  he  by  rob*ry  got, 

Eight  alm-houfes  he  built ; 
''hijaking  thereby  to  purge  the  Wot 

Of  blood  which  he  had  fpilt ; 
uch  was  their  blind  devotion  then. 

Depending  on  their  works ; 
,o(^^hich  if 'twere  true,  we  Ghriftians^^ 

Inferior  were  to  turks. 


ut  to  fpeak  true  of  Robin  Hood> 

And  wrong  him  not  a  jot; 
b  never  would  ihcd  any  man's  blood 

That  him  invaded  not  : 

or  virould  he  injure  hufbandmen. 

That  toil  at  cart  or  plough  ; 
or  well  he  knew  werc*t  not  for  then, 

To  live  no  man  knew  how.  ^ 
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Tht  king  in  perfoB,  whh  feme  lords^ 
Tc^  Nottingbaoi^did  ride,  : 

To  try  what  ftieAngth  ^nd  affords^ 
.  To  crurh  the  'out-- iaw's  ^ Ide  ;  ^ 

Arid  as  he^Hice  betort  had  done,- 
He  did  f^gam  .prockiiiij,  : 

That  whofever  would  take  upoa 
To  bring  to  Nottingham. 


©r  any  pUc^  wiihia  the  Lmd$^ 

Reballiaus  Robin  Koodj 
Shoulc  be  prefenM  in  place  to  ftand, 

With  thofe  of  nebk  biood. 
When  Robin -hesrd  of  the  famci 

Within  a  little  ipac€, 
if^to  the  tov^n  of  NottiDgham, 

A  letter  to  his  gric^ 


He  ftiot  upon  an  arrow  be^id, 

One  evViing  cunningly  ; 
Wmch  ^^is  bro\^ght  to  the  king  and 

Before  his  majefty  : 
The  tenor  of  this  letter  was, 

Thai  Robm would  fubmitj 
And  be  trueni^fe  man  to  his  gr^cc^ 

in  any  thing  that's  fit. 
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)  th  at  his,  y gkn cfs  would  (oY^wt 
Him  ai^d  bis  merry-men  ail ; 
not,  he  muft    th*  green  would  live. 
And  lake  what  cbaoce  did  fall 
be  king  would  fain  have  pardoned  hiai^ 
But  that  fome  lords  did  fay, 
b  i  s  pre  ced  e  n  twill  m  uch  cond  emu 
Your  grace  another  day. 


rhile  that  the  king  and  lords  did  ftay^, 

Pebating  on  this,  things 

me  of  the  out-  laws,  fle'd  away 

Jnto  the  Scott ife  king  ; 

r  they  fug^posM  if  he  was  taVn, 

Or  to  the  king  did  yield, 

the  commons  *ll  the  reft  oi's  traia^ 

Full  quickiy  will  be  quell'd. 

^  itliore  than  full  an  hundred  men, 
"  lut  forty  tarried  ftill, 

o  were  refolved  to  flick  to  him, 

.et  fortune  work  her  *i^"ill  i 

one  h^id  fled.,  all  for  his  fake 
'   lad  got  th^if>(|^ardc«i;free;  . 

t  kingv|Or  k^xmr  meant  to  Jake  • 

lis  meny  rjsbiii^pi  he. 
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But  ere  the  pardon  to  him'  came, 
This  famous  archer  dy*d ; 

His  death  «ind  manner  of  the  fame^ 
prefentiy  ddcribc  ; 

For  being  vex*d  to  ihink  upoa 
His  foiiowers  revolt, 

In  mtiancholy  paflion 
He  did  recouut  his  fault. 


Periidious  traitors,  laid  he  thcfi. 

Id  ail  your  danger  paft, 
Have  I  you  guarded  as  my  men. 

To  leave  me  ihus  ar  kft  ? 
This  iad  perplexity  did  caufc 

A  fever,  as  fome  fay. 
Which  him  into  corifulilju  draws^ 

Though  in  a  ilranger  way^ 


This  deadly  danger  to  prevent^ 

He  hy*d  him  with  a!l  ipee<i,  ■ 
XJnJo  a  nunnery,  with  intent, 

For  his  health's  fake  to  bleed.  ^  ^ 
A  fairhkisYait  did  pfetbnd, 

In  love  toJct  hifti  blood  ; 
But  fee  by  faiCchobd  AVi ought  the  end 

Of  famous  Robin  Hot^.  » 
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V 


The  friar,  as  fomc  say,  did  this 

To  vindicate  the  wrong, 
l^hich  to  the  clergy  him  and  hb. 

Had  none  by  po^ver  ftrong  : 
^bus  died  he  by  treachery, 

Who  cotild  ftot  dre  bv  force; 
lad  'he  liv'd  longerv  cenainly 

King  I^ichard,  in  remorfe 


hd  into  farour  him  received. 

He  brave  men  elevated  : 
Pis  pity  he  was  of  life  bereav'd. 
By  one  that  be  to  hared  : 
treacherous  leech  this  friar  was^ 
To  let  him  bk  fd  to  death ; 
nd  Robm  was  methrnks  an  afs, 
To  truft  him  with  his  breath. 

lis  corps  tl^e  priorefs  of  the  place, 
(The  day  nc^xt  that  he  dyM) 
ius'd  CO  be  bury'd  (155  mean  cafe) 
CJofe  by  the  high-.way  fide  : 
pd  over  him  Ihe  causM  a  ftone 
I  To  be  fix'd  on  the  ground  j 
tr  epitaph  was  fet  thereon, 
Wherein  kis  name  was  founds 
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The  dare    th^  yeary  and  date  alfoj^ 

She  made  to  be  set  on  there. 
That  all  chat  by  that  way  did  go. 

Might  fee  it  plain  appear, 
That  fuch  a  man  as  Robin  Hood, 

W as  buried  i n  t hat  place  : 
And  how  he  Uv  xl  in  the  green  wood ^ 

And  robb'd  there  for  a  fpace» 


It  fcems  tkat  tho'  the  clergy  he 
Had  put  to  muckle  woe, 
i  He  Ihonid  not  quite  forgotten  be, 
Altho' he  was  their  foe  ; 
This  womtan  ihoVflie  did  him  hate, 

Yet  lov'd  his  memory  ; 
.  And  thought  It  a  wondVous  pity  that 
His  fame  fliould  with  him  die. 


His  epitaph  as  records  tell. 

Within  tkefe  hundred  years, 
3y  many  was  difcerned  well. 

But  time  all  things  out-wears  ; 
His  fjllowers,  when  he  was  dead. 

Were  fome  receiv'd  to  grace  ; 
The  reft  to  foreign  countries  fled, 

And  left  their  native  place. 
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xd  though  his  funeral  was  but  mtm^ 
This  wonoau  had  in  mind, 
lat  his  feme  ftouid  be  buried  clean, 
From  tbofe  that  came  behind  : 
>r  certainly,  before  not  fince, 
No  man  eVr  under ftpod, 
ider  the  reign  of  any  prince, 
Of  one  J  ike  ^obin  Hood, 


ill  thirteen  years  and  fomething  more, 

Thefe  out-laws  lived  thus, 

*ar'd  of  th^e  rich,  lov'd  of  the  poor, 

A  thing  t!:>oft  mar  vellous  ; 

thing  impoliible  to  us, 

This  ilory  feems  to  be  : 

pne  dares  be  now  so  venturous. 

But  times  are  chang'd  we  fee. 


e  that  II ?c  in  thofe  latter  days 

Of  civil  government^ 

f  need  he)  have  an  hundred  ways 

Such  0ur4aws  tc>  prevent. 

thofe  days  ^en^a^ore  barbarous  were, 

And  lived  tdfs  in  a>^e  ; 

Go^Vfee»tyank^dv  s|:^0ple  fear, 
Mg|fe  to  oiEtadithe  law> 


No  roaring  guns  were  then  in  ule. 

They  drcan  t  of  no  fuch  thing  ; 
Our  Edgiifhmen  in  fight  did  chufe, 

The  gallan'-  grey  goofc  wing  ; 
In  which  aftivity  thele  mtn, 

Through  pradice  were  fo  good, 
That  in  thofe  days  none  equalled  thcm^ 

Efpecially  Robin  Hood. 


So  that  it  fcetits  keeping  in  t^aves. 
In  woods  and  forefts  thick, 

TheyM  beat  a  multit\3de  with  ftnves, 
Their  arrows  did  fo  prick  : 

And  nene  d\jrft  near  unto  them  come, 

'  Untefs  in  courttrfy ; 

AH  fuch  he  bravely  would  fend  home 
With  mirth  and  jollity. 

Which  courtefy  won  him  fuch  love. 

As  i  before  have  told  ; 
^Twas  the  chief  caufe  that  he  did  prove 

More  profperous  than  he  would  : 
Let  us  be  thankful  for  thefe  times 

Of  plenty,  truth,  and  peace ; 
And  leave  o^r  great  and  horrid  crimes^ 

JUft  they  caufo  ihi$  to  ceafd 


(   »3  ) 


:now  there's  many  feigned  ules. 
Of  Robin  and  hii  crew. 
It  chronicles,  which  feldom  fail. 
Report  this  to  be  true  : 
!i  none  then  think  this  is  a  lie, 
For  if  'twere  put  to  the  worfl:^ 
bey  might  the  truth  of  all  dcfcry, 
hln  th'  reign  of  Richard  the  firft. 

any  reader  pleafe  to  try^ 

As  Idiredion  (hew, 

le  truth  of  this  brave  hiftory> 

He'll  find  it  true  I  know  : 

id  I  ftiall  think  my  labour  well 

BeftowM  to  purpofe  good, 

hcn't  fhall  be  faid,  that  i  did  tell 

iTruc  talcs  of  Robin  Hood, 


(    H  ) 


ne  EPITJPH  which  the  .Priorefs  of  m 
Monajiry  cf  Kirkflay  in  Yorkshire,  >5j 
over  RoBiK  HoOD,  which  (as  bef(^ 
mentioned  J  was  to  be  read  within  tbi 
hundred  years^  though  in  old  broken  E 
^lijh^  much  to  the  famefenfe  and  meaniti 

Decembris   quarto   Die,  1198- 
Ktgni  kichardi,  Pximi  IX* 

ROBERT,  Earl  of  Huntington, 
Lies  under  this  little  ftone  ; 
No  archer  was  like  him  fo  good.  ^ 
His  wildnefs  nam'd  him  Rohin  Hood, 
Full  thirteen  years  and  fomething  more,^ 
Thefe  northern  parts  he  vexed  fore, 
Sxich  out4aws  as  he  and  his  men, 
May  England  never  know  again. 

Some  other  fuperftitious  words  we 
in  it,  which  I  thovight  fir  to  leave  out* 


F  J  N  I 


